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Introduction

The dispatch ended the season with 199 actions and 107,499.51 acres. This compares to the ten
year average of 235 actions and 172,000 acres. The first fire of the season started on April 3™
(the Browns Creek fire) and the last fire of the year started on October 25™ (the Devils Rim fire).
From June 1% through October 15", South Central Idaho Interagency Dispatch Center
preparedness levels were as follows: Planning Level 1 = 25 days; Planning Level 2 = 14 days;
and a Planning Level 3 = 73 days. Dispatch was staffed 24 hours a day for a total of sixty five
days this year.

An expanded organization was not activated for the 2008 season; however, the dispatch center,
agency caches, and ground transportation coordinators supported 7 BLM & 3 FS type Il
incidents including the South Barker Wild Fire Use (WFU) incident. Support for the South
Barker WFU was provided from August 7" through October 6" for a total of 61 days. SCIIDC
sponsored 2 WFU Teams and 5 Fire Use Modules for the South Barker WFU Incident.

The center continues to cross train and build our employees’ depth of experience. Vickie Jensen
and Jill Leguineche, Assistant Center Managers, supervised the daily operations of the floor.
Richard Wilson filled the lead aircraft position, Dee Jennings filled the Intelligence position and
Cherie Ozga was the lead initial attack dispatcher. Trespass was moved within the supervision
of the Center Manager with John Loungo as the program leader.

Two temporary employees returned for the 2008 season, although both held new positions,
Keeley Shockey was the new assistant aircraft dispatcher and Joan Harding returned as a 1% year
initial attack dispatcher. Three new temporary employees were hired. Tara Wright and Dani
Bozzuto, as initial attack dispatchers and Madison Mazur as the receptionist. Dee Jennings
retired in October after 30 years of service. Detailers included Robin Brooks, Bonnie Freestone,
Susan Brown, Rob Haddock, and Jared Fisher. Wildland Fire Apprentice students include,
Chase Krapf, Chase Peterson, Jake Williams, and John Martens.
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2008 Fuels and Weather

Fuel Moisture Summary:

Although 1000 hour fuel moisture levels on the Sawtooth National Forest were quite low at the
beginning of spring, the longer, cooler and wetter than average spring weather allowed 1000
hour fuels to recover. As the fire season developed, 1000 hour fuel moisture levels dropped at
an average rate since summer was quite seasonable and not overly hot. 1000 hour fuel moisture
levels were in the double digits throughout July then fell to the upper single digits for the
remainder of the fire season. 100 hour fuel moisture trended about average.

Live fuel moistures on the Sawtooth National Forest showed similar trends: quite high through
July and then finally becoming more average into August. Even with good soaking rains in mid
October, the warm dry fall and earlier fuel moisture levels caused live fuel moistures to be lower
than the previous seven years recorded.

Twin Falls District experienced an extremely dry field season with little moisture during the
months of July, August, and September. During these months, fuel monitoring showed record
low fuel moisture at the reporting fuel moisture monitoring sights. These sights showed an
average of twenty eight percent below average across the district, with the lowest reading of
sixty six percent on July first at the Ohio Gulch sight. The fuel moistures stayed at these levels
until the end of September when they began to rise.

Lightning Summary:

The first lightning-caused fire started on June 23, 2008 within the BLM Burley Field Office.
Throughout June, July, and the first part of August, nine more lightning strikes started fires
within SCIIDC’s jurisdiction. On August 7", the Sawtooth National Forest (Fairfield Ranger
District) had a storm pass through which caused twelve new fires. Some of these fires were
managed as Wild Fire Use incidents (WFU), one being the South Barker Incident which burned
37,725.00 acres and was considered a resource management success. Lightning-caused fires
were frequent until August 19™ when the weather became hotter and drier. The last lightning-
caused fire for the 2008 fires season was on Sept 30", again within the BLM Burley Field Office.
Lightning-caused fires were down 54% from 2007.

Breakdown of Lightning Fires by Agency

TFD STF SCS SCCI CMP OFF Dist_| Total
Starts | 10 24 1 7 1 3 46
Acres |3,147.8 |37,807.45 | 0.1 1154 0.1 112.1 41,182.95




Initial Attack Resources

South Central Idaho Interagency Dispatch hosts an array of resources. During the 2008 Fire
Season, the Twin Falls District once again hosted the Alaska-based Chena Hotshot Crew from
mid-June until the early October. The Sawtooth Hotshot Crew started their season May 12th and
finished the season here at home on the South Barker WFU October 6™. The South Idaho
Interagency Type Il Crew was able to take one assignment this year. Aviation resources were
again active this year. Air Attack flew on a total of 54 fires this summer. Both the Sawtooth
Helitack and the Twin Falls District Helitack spent time in California this summer supporting the
national effort. For the 2008 fire season, the BLM staffed a total of 16 engines, including two
Tatra engines, and 6 water tenders. The Sawtooth Forest staffed 10 engines this season, four of
which were contracted by DB Jet. The BLM Dozer started the year by taking a 60 day
assignment to Texas beginning in February. Both the BLM and the Forest Service Base Camps
were mobilized multiple times this year to local Type Il incidents.

Initial Attack Resources dispatched by SCIIDC

Unit Identification ID-TFD ID-STF ID-TIP ID-CRP
Air Attack 1

SEAT 2

Type 2 Helicopter 1

Type 3 Helicopter 2

Type 1 IHC 1 1

Type Il Crew 1

5 Person Hand 1

Crew

Type 4 Engine 16 4

Type 6 Engine 5 2

Water Tender 6 1
Mobile Support 1 1

Trailer/Camp

Dozer 1

Fuel Truck 1

ID-TFD= Twin Falls District, ID-STF=Sawtooth National Forest, ID-TIP= Three Island State Park, ID-CRP=City of

Rocks National Reserve




2008 Stations
Burley/Minidoka Big Smokey
Bellevue Shoshone
Malta Ketchum
Carey Twin Falls
Rock Creek Juniper Butte
Shake Creek Kimama
Stanley Rogerson
Fairfield Hailey

Employment Summary:

Twin Falls District BLM Fire and Aviation Employment Statistics for 2008

Fire Fuels Prevention Program Shop Warehouse Dispatch Tanker  Fire Comms
Suppression Program and Mechanic  and Cache Base and Support
Cause/Determination Aviation
90 15 9 3 3 10 17 4 2

Twin Falls Fire and Aviation employed 153 total personnel:
e 25 Permanent Full Time
e 37 Career Seasonal
e 91 Temporary Employees

Sawtooth National Forest Employment Statistics for 2008

Regular appointed personnel:

Full-time fire management (20 pay periods or more) — 17
Part-time fire management — 22
Others used on presuppression sometime during year — 6
Others used on suppression — 33

Seasonal or short-term personnel:

Regular fire control (crews, firefighters, patrol, lookouts, etc.) —41
Others (BD, KV, BR, R&T, etc.) who spent time on fire control work — 50
Emergency firefighters — 5

Total number of casuals employed on fire suppression — 60

Total Forest Service personnel who worked in fire and/or assisted with fire operations —
234




Aviation:

The Twin Falls District and Sawtooth National Forest both had average fire seasons in relation to
aircraft. The Twin Falls District’s remote bases were activated seven times throughout the
season and supplied 38 SEAT loads of retardant. The Twin Falls Air Base relocated to the
Gooding Airport in July to accommodate for the U.S. Navy Blue Angel Demonstration Team.
This season also brought a number of Heavy Air Tankers to the Twin Falls Air Base for longer
periods, resulting in a more comprehensive response to a larger number of initial and extended
attack fires. The Twin Falls District procured a Call When Needed contract again this year for
the Air Attack Platform. The Twin Falls Helitack Crew spent several weeks in California and
Utah on fire assignments. The Sawtooth Helitack had a total of 10 Rappels on three fires this
season. The Sawtooth Helitack had one 14 day assignment this summer to California. The Boise
Smokejumpers staffed Twin Falls remote base for 18 days and jumped 5 fires during this time.
Various aviation overhead resources took single-resource assignments off-district this summer.

2008 Aviation Statistics breakdown by aircraft

Helicopter 352SC Helicopter 97HJ
Number of Fires: 32 Number of Fires: 26
Contract: 100 days Contract: 100 days
Total Flight Hours: 215.7 Total Flight Hours: 230.7
Air Attack 531SA SEAT Operations
Number of Fires: 54 T-185
Contract/CWN: 82 days Number of Fires: 60
Total Flight Hours: 195.99 Contract Variable/On Call: 105 days
Retardant dropped: 145,552 gal
T-487
Retardant _ Number of Fires: 50
Total Retardant flown from the Twin Contract Variable/On Call: 79 days
Falls Airbase and Remote bases: Retardant dropped: 110,632gal
534,345 gal
Heavy Air Tankers
Number of Fires loaded from Twin Falls Air Base: 43
Air Tankers that utilized Twin Falls Air Base: 12
Heavy Air Tanker Operations at Twin Falls Air Base: 99 days
Retardant dropped: 393,207gal
Remote SEAT Bases
Jackpot: 8 loads 5,900 gal
Gooding 23 loads 17,124 gal
Hailey 7 loads 4,985 gal
Arco 0 loads 0 gal
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Local Fire Departments:

Due to the high amount of fire activity in California this year, the State to State agreement was
activated to send Structure Fire Department engines to help support the local fire activity.
Working closely with Idaho Department of Lands, South Central Idaho Interagency Dispatch
mobilized eight structure engines, as well as transports, on July 3 to multiple locations in
California. Departments that assisted in the effort were as follows: Rock Creek, Ketchum,
Wendell, Burley, West End, Hailey, Sun Valley, and Minidoka.

**|n 2008, the Twin Falls District put 23 Departments into pay status on 34 different incidents.

Fire Departments assist(s) for the year
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Safety

The Sawtooth Forest is slightly above average for 2008 with 12 safety related incidents. This is
mostly due to the volume of poison oak incidents in California and the amount of time that was
spent there. The Twin Falls District had 16 safety related incident reports this year. The 5 year
average for the BLM is 18. Overall, the 2008 fire

. . Twin Falls District
season was safe and efficient. Injury Breakout by Cause
2008 Fire Season

Sawtooth National Forest Injury Number
Injury Breakout by Cause Slip, twist, trip not falling 4
2008 Fire Season Weather Exposure 2
Injury Number Animal, Insects 1
Muscle strain lower back 1 Dog Bites 1
Broken bone in foot 1 Vehicle: Passenger 1
Multiple sprain/strain points 1 Working on/around vehicles 1
Contact with poison ivy 6 Fire/Smoke 1
Stung by scorpion 1 Other dust, gas, or chemical 1
Trauma to eye 1 Fall/slip floor work surface, aisle way 1
Puncture wound on calf 1 Fall from desk, table or workbench 1
Striking against material equipment 1
Hand tools 1

Emergency Stabilization and Rehabilitation

The Twin Falls District accomplished many ESR projects in 2008. Approximately 470 miles of
fence repairs were completed. The construction of approximately 65 miles of temporary fence
was completed, while about 57 miles of temporary fence was removed from previous fires. Drill
seedings for ESR were completed both by contract and with BLM ESR and Fire employees. The
seedings completed were approximately 16,500 acres. BLM employees also built 55 erosion
structures on two fires, the Nature and East Slide Rock Ridge. Twin Falls District also
completed aerial seedings (sagebrush seed) that covered 19,050 acres. ESR’s largest
accomplishment was inventorying and treatment of approximately 600,000 acres, the majority of
the acres coming on the Murphy Complex Fires.

The Sawtooth National Forest continued to complete fire rehab on the Castle Rock and Trail
Creek fires near Ketchum and the Black Pine 2 fire east of Malta. On the Castle Rock fire the
following was completed: improved road drainage (0.6 miles of the Ketchum/Featherville Road)
and replacing culverts; improved trail drainage on 71 miles of trail; removing 0.25 miles of non-
system road; planted bitterbrush on 125 acres; applied 380 acres of wood and ag. straw muich;
completed design work to relocate 10 miles of trail; seeded 72 acres in Limeklin Gulch;
installed 9 grade control structures; completed noxious weed treatment on 800 acres; and
constructed a flow deflection berm.

On the Trail Creek fire 160 acres of noxious weed treatment took place.

On the Black Pine 2 the following was completed: seeding 283 acres at the Black Pine mine
leach pad, impoundment, emergency spillway, and outfall channel; installed 5000 feet of pipe
and drip lines; improving road drainage (3 miles) and replacing culverts; installed three gabion
check structures and berms; noxious weed treatment on 100 acres; seeded 640 acres lower Black
Pine & Formation Canyons to prevent cheatgrass encroachment; and replaced 5 miles of
boundary fence.



Training and Qualifications

(Combined USFS, BLM, and RFD training courses)

D110 - 15 Students 5 TFD, 10 USFS

S131 — 14 Students all TFD

S133 - 16 Students all TFD

S130/190/1100/L180 — 35 Student 22 TFD, 13 USFS
S200 — 17 Students 9 TFD, 8 USFS

S200 — 10 Students 5 TFD, 3 USFS, 2 IDL

S211 - 14 Students all TFD

S212 — 34 Students 27 TFD, 7 USFS

S215 - 14 Students 6 TFD, 3 USFS, 1 IDL, 4 RFD
S216 — 34 Students 33 TFD, 1 USFS

S230 — 23 Students 19 TFD, 2 USFS, 1 IDL, 1 RFD
S231 — 33 Students 24 TFD, 4 USFS, 3 IDL, 2 RFD
S234 — 13 Students 7 TFD, 2 BLM Salmon Dist., 3 USFS, 1 IDL
S260 — 15 Students 6 TFD, 9 USFS

S270 — 12 Students 8 TFD, 4 USFS

280 — 30 Students 23 TFD, 3 USFS, 4 IDL

S290 — 27 Students 5 TFD, 3 USFS, 1 IDL, 18 RFD
ENOP - 24 Students 21 TFD, 3 IDL

Firefighters Enrolled in Wildland Fire Training Programs

Wildland Fire Apprenticeship Program (WFAP):

Graduates: FS Adam McKean and Chase Peterson completed the program
BLM Jake Williams and Chase Krapf completed the program

Participants: BLM Adam Hardy — candidate selected for the 2009-2010 session
BLM John Martens — continuing apprenticeship program

Technical Fire Management (TFM):

Graduates:  FS Brian Bishop successfully completed TFM April 2008
BLM Zach Aslett successfully completed TFM May 2008

Participants: BLM Rich Wilson completed modules — final project to be presented April 2009
University of Nevada at Las Vegas (UNLV) 401 Series Certification Program:
Graduates BLM Tony Erickson graduated March 2008

Participants: BLM Terry Sonner — candidate selected for 2008-2009 session.
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Prevention

Prevention Activities and Accomplishments

Presentations: Parades:

CSI Expo Center Fire Safety Twin Falls Western Days

Shoshone School, Community Helpers Dairy Days

Weekly Fire Education in Idaho Mountain Express Hazleton

Pioneer Federal Credit Union “A Day for Kids” Fourth of July parades attended: Albion, Buhl, Rupert,
Girl Scouts Evening Campfire Presentation Hailey

Boys Scout Jamboree Oakley, Cassia County (Burley Parade)
Gooding Fireman’s Picnic Declo Days

Magic Valley Air Show Lincoln County Fair

Con Paulos Safety Day Jerome County Fair

Gooding Kindergarten Cassia County Fair

South Central Community Partnerships in Action Gooding County

Brave Dave’s Bike Contest

Heyburn Elementary

Camp Learn-A-Lot (Mt View Elementary)
Migrant Headstart

Cub Scout Day Camp

Discover Girl Scouts

Fairfield Halloween Festival

Distrib

Public

ution of information to vendors and events:

FireWise fireworks information was distributed to and posted at all firework vendors
in Gooding, Twin Falls, Jerome, Lincoln, Blaine, Cassia, and Minidoka counties.
Fire prevention pamphlets distributed to hunting and fishing license vendors

Fire restriction pamphlets and posters distributed to Cooperators

Set up educational booths at the Twin Falls County Fair

Brave Dave’s Bike Contest (Bike Give-Away)

Firewise in the South Fork Boise River drainage in conjunction with WRRCD

Service Announcements for newspapers, radio, and television:

Idaho Wildfire Prevention Week — June 15" to June 21%

Fireworks Safety, lllegal on Public Land

Vehicle and Off-Road Safety

Think. Act. Prevent.

Fifteen different :15 second ads were voiced, each providing a “Prevention Tip of the
Day”

Distribution of wildfire prevention reminder novelties

Weekly Fire Education write-ups in Idaho Mountain Express (June 4™-September 3)

Posted and maintained signs for ‘Fire Danger’ and *‘Report Wildfire: Cell #FIRE.

Fire Restrictions

South Central Zone did not enter into fire restrictions in 2008.
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Mitigation/Fuels

The Upper Rock Creek Canyon Fuels Reduction Project. Homeowners meeting at the Rock
Creek Rural Fire Department included 10 homeowners. Mitigated 80 acres of continuous
canopy cover of brush to maximize the potential for slowing a wildland fire’s spread.
Individual Home Ignition Zone Assessments were done for 16 homeowners.

Re-seeding project of 120 acres in Shoshone of the Red Bridge fire. Approximately 18
homeowners benefitted from the project.

REDZONE: The Mid-Snake RC&D REDZONE Crew provided REDZONE mapping for
Oakley and Albion Fire Districts. Two hundred and two houses were mapped and provided
with prevention and FIREWISE information. The Minidoka REDZONE Crew completed
115 home evaluations in the Minidoka Fire District and West End Fire District. They also
maintained a booth at the Minidoka County Fair.

Noxious Weed Program: Twin Falls, Cassia, Camas, and Jerome Counties all were assisted
with the Co-op Weed Management Areas by the Mid-Snake and Twin Falls BLM program.
Twin Falls County sprayed 15, 000 acres and held a community spray day in Rock Creek
Canyon. They also continued work in the Roseworth Area and sprayed noxious weeds of
concern. Cassia sprayed 425 acres for range land thistle in Gun Canyon. Jerome County
sprayed 120 acres for Rush Skeleton and Diffuse Knapweed. Camas County sprayed and
inventoried 10,000 acres.

Twin Falls District Fuels Project Acres

WUI 32,282 acres
Non-WUl 26,276 acres
Total 58,558 acres

Fuels Project Acres by Field Office

Burley 3,665
Jarbidge 50,978
Shoshone 3,915

Prescribed and Treated Acres
Twin Falls District

Acres
Rx Burn 699
Mechanical 26,819
Chemical/Biological 29,013
BLM total 56,531

Sawtooth National Forest

Acres
RX Burn 2599.5
Forest total 2,599.5
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Total Acreage and Ownership Protection Responsibility of SCIIDC

Owner Type Acres Owner Type Acres Owner Type Acres
Bureau of Land 4,949,158 National Park Service 303,223 ldaho Parks 5,299
Management
Bureau of Reclamation 33,108 Fish and Wildlife 18,467 State of Idaho 291,058
Service
Bankhead-Jones Land Use 45,984 Private 3,563,476 Nevada State 6,750
National Grasslands 4,536 U.S. Forest Service 2,086,223 Utah State 50,129
Military; Department of 115,050 Idaho Fish and Game 16,560 Total: 11,489,022 acres
Defense

2008 Activity Breakdown

FIRE ACTIVITY FOR THE 2008 FIRE SEASON

**A fire statistic is credited to the jurisdiction of origin.**

Ownership | Human | Human | Lightning | Lightning | WFU WFU Total |Total Acres
Fire Acres Fires Acres Fires Acres Fires
TFD 28 52,927.5 10 3,147.8 0 0 38 56,075.3
STF 17 1,221.5 17 22.05 7 37,785.4 41 39,028.95
SCS 7 2,868.6 1 0.10 0 0 8 2,868.70
IPS 0 19 0 0.00 0 0 0 19

SQR 2 1,290 0 0.00 0 0 2 1,290
SCCI 33 7,618.6 7 115.4 0 0 40 7,734

OFF DIST. 3 0.76 3 112.1 0 0 6 112.86
CMP 1 369.1 1 0.10 0 0 2 369.2
CRP 1 1.5 0 0.00 0 0 1 15
HFR 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0 0 0.00
HFP 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0 0 0.00
BRL 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00
MNR 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0 0 0.00

TOTALS 92 66,316.56 39 3,397.55 7 37,785.4 138 107,499.51

TFD =Twin Falls District, STF=Sawtooth National Forest, SCS=Idaho Department of Lands, IPS=Idaho

Department of Parks and Recreation, SQR=Department of Defense, SCCI=Private Lands, CMP=Craters of the
Moon National Monument and Preserve, CRP=City or Rocks National Reserve, HFR=Hagerman National Fish
Hatchery, HFP=Hagerman Fossil Beds National Monument, BRL=Bureau of Reclamation, MNR=Minidoka

National Wildlife Refuge
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Sawtooth National Forest — Fire and Acres by Ranger District

Ranger Human Lightning Lightning WFU WFU
District Fires Fires Acres Fires Acres
Ketchum 9 8 4.25 0 0
Minidoka 4 6 15.45 0 0
Fairfield 5 2 .35 7 37,785.4
Twin Falls District of BLM - Fire and Acres by Field Office
Field Office Human Human Lightning Lightning
Fires Acres Fires Acres
Burley 21 39,456.3 7 33.1
Jarbidge 5 1,341 3 2,516.1
Shoshone 45 24,287.0 10 716.2

Sawtooth National Forest:
Twin Falls District: North Minidoka Wildland Fire at 31,616.00 acres

Largest Incidents of the Year

South Barker WFU at 37,725.00 acres

2008 Large Fires

Date Unit Identifier Name Acres
6/30 ID-TFD Horse Hill 534
7/15 ID-SCCI Gooding Gun Club 485
7/16 ID-TFD Garbage Dump 449
7121 ID-TFD Spud 423
8/1 ID-TFD Sand Shed 3,847
8/7 ID-STF South Barker WFU 37,725
8/9 ID-TFD Bliss 1,982
8/18 ID-SCCI North Minidoka 31,616
8/18 ID-TFD Pagari Bridge 674
8/27 ID-SCCI Nature 14,869
8/28 ID-TFD Shoestring 1,433
9/9 ID-TFD Little Park 1,792
9/11 ID-STF Last Chance 127
9/12 ID-STF Pole Creek 559
9/16 ID-SCS Cotterel 500
9/29 ID-SCCI Shoshone Basin 6,773
10/22 ID-SQR Browns 1,279

ID-TFD=Twin Falls District, ID-SCCI= South Central Idaho Private, ID-STF=Sawtooth National Forest, ID-SCS=Idaho
Department of Lands, ID-SQR=Saylor Creek Bombing Range
**Red indicates Wildland Fire Use**
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Dispatch Responses

e There were 6 responses within the Initial Attack Border Agreement areas.
Elko: 1 East Idaho: 2
Northern Utah: 2 Central Idaho: 1
e Dispatch had 37 days of multiple responses.
o August 7" had 13 response
e Dispatch responded units to 9 Search and Rescue/Medical Aid’s.
e Dispatch responded units to a total of 61 False Alarms.
e 18 total for the Sawtooth National Forest
e 20 total for the Twin Falls District BLM
e 23 total for private land

2008 Burn Permits

@ State of ldaho Burn Permits issued for 2008: 345

DEQ issued 61 burn permits for field burns within the Magic Valley

Overhead Teams Hosted

August 14" Soper/Ourada’s Fire Use Team, South Barker WFU
August 28" Svalberg’s Fire Use Team, South Barker WFU

Summary Year-to-Date ROSS Transactions

Name Enter Place Retrieve Fill Reassign Released Cancel Cancel UTF UTF
Aircraft 474 212 14 368 85 344 36 27 11
Crew 145 93 6 69 40 58 19 22 2
Equipment 1,508 421 16 1,115 261 1105 146 38 27
Overhead 2,808 1,515 69 2,086 1215 1569 211 139 152
Supply 3,321 37 5 2,994 7 185 111 9 0

Summary 8,256 | 2,278 110 6,632 1,608 3,261 523 235 192
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